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Sept 2012  Tantalum adds long-only mandates to offering
Cape Town-based Tantalum Capital is 
looking to add a limited number of long-
only mandates to their successful hedge 
fund range.

Simone Lowe, Tantalum’s head of 
strategy and product development, says 
the team is looking to diversify their asset 
and client base through managing seg-
regated long-only assets, although the 
long-only business will never be the firm’s 
main focus.

“We feel it makes good business 
sense and will also utilise the skills of our 
experienced team to greater effect. The 

core Tantalum team worked together 
at Coronation before and they are very 
comfortable managing money in the 
long-only space,” she said. “For us it is 
also important to build our brand with 
clients managing more traditional assets 
so that once there is regulatory and tax 
certainty for hedge funds, they will already 
have a relationship with us and be ready 
to allocate.”

Founded by principals Morne Marais, 
Richard Kommel and Rob Oellermann in 
2005, Tantalum now has nine investment 
professionals and four operational staff, 

as well as Lowe, who joined last month 
from Thames River Capital. It hired two 
investment analysts last year, also adding 
resources expert David Pleming, who co-
runs the new global resources fund with 
Mike Lawrenson.

The company has five funds with a 
total of R1.8 billion under management 
including its flagship Tantalum MNC 
(Market Non-Correlated) Fund as well as 
the Tantalum Focus Fund, a higher risk/
return multi-strategy fund, and the Tan-
talum Fusion Fund, a South African fixed 
income fund.


